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9. ON THE OCCURRENCE OF THE CEYLON FROGMOUTH 
(BATRACHOSTOMUS MONILIGER) IN NORTH KANARA, 
KARNATAKA 


A female Ceylon Frogmouth (Batrachosto- 
mus moniliger) was brought to me by a local 
villager on the afternoon of the 12th of 
February, 1985. He had caught it in a forest 
patch near his home at Magod, Taluka Yella- 
pur, District North Kanara, Karnataka, a short 
while prior to giving it to me. He had appa- 
rently flushed a pair of birds near the base of 
a Maba ebescens tree and was able to catch 


only one. The bird was unhurt and allowed 


itself to be handled easily. 

Measurements of its bill (21 mm.), wing 
(122 mm.) and tail (102 mm.) are within the 
recorded range (Ali and Ripley 1970). 

The bird was released shortly at the same 
place where it had been found. It flew up 
into dense foliage within less than a minute, 
remaining motionless and perfectly concealed 
for a long while. Search of the surrounding 
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area did not reveal a nest. Assuming that the 
second bird was also a frogmouth and possi- 
bly a male, they may have been breeding at 
that time. Repeated visits to the same site since 
then have not been fruitful. 

This find is considered noteworthy firstly 
because the frogmouth is regarded to have 
rare status and secondly because the forest 
patch in which it was found is a very small, 
extremely disturbed area adjacent to a jeep- 
able road and a village clearing. Ali and Ripley 
(1970) report its occurrence in evergreen 
forest and secondary forest with cane brakes. 
The area in which it was found is adjacent to 
though not continuous with such forest. The 
status of the bird needs to be re-investigated 
and the type of habitat it might inhabit be 
re-evaluated. 
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10. BREEDING BIOLOGY OF BAYBACKED SHRIKE (LANIUS 
VITTATUS) AT NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK, NEW DELHI 


In this study attempts have been made to 
describe the breeding season, incubation 
period, growth and development and repro- 
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ductive success of Baybacked Shrike (Lanius 
vittatus) at the National Zoological Park dur- 
ing 1982-83. 





